
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

Press release 

In the EU Clean Transition Dialogues, the pulp and paper 
industry has been heard, and wants to stay engaged  
Brussels, 11 April 2024

 
 
Announced by Commission President von der Leyen and chaired by Executive Vice-President Maroš 
Šefčovič, the Clean Transition Dialogues’ core aim is to support industry in building a business model fit for 
a decarbonised economy. With the right priorities now clearly identified, the collaborative approach now 
more than ever needs to be continued. 

The Dialogues’ stocktaking document published yesterday acknowledges the need to strengthen Europe 
as a business location and destination. The pulp and paper industry exemplifies how a strong EU 
industry can go hand in hand with a transition away from a linear, fossil-based economy. Its products 
are made from renewable materials, primarily sourced, manufactured, and recycled in Europe, with 
European technology. For the sector, a green transition has always been a business opportunity. 

The larger bio-based manufacturing ecosystem, in which pulp and paper is integrated, already plays a key 
role in the EU’s strategic autonomy and resilience. A ‘Made in Europe’ circular bioeconomy holds the 
potential to substitute many commodities, materials and products, for which Europe is currently depending 
on global markets. 

The pulp and paper industry is already helping other sectors in moving away from fossil carbon. As 
the demand for the products of bioeconomy to be fully embedded in Europe’s value chains is growing, the 
industrial clustering proposed by the EU Commission is a sensible approach for a sector that is an anchor 
for industrial symbiosis. On a wider scale, the expansion of bio-based products will depend on a strong EU 
Single Market, one of the focal points of today’s communication.  

Beyond the Single Market, as noted by the Commission, abundant and affordable clean energy is a key 
condition to preserve global competitiveness. Models show that the industry is anticipated to face the 
most significant surge in total energy costs compared to other sectors in the coming years, and the 
capacity of grids to accommodate the electrification of many activities has now become an emergency. 

As the communication concludes, predictability for decarbonisation investments is a pre-requisite. Eurostat 
data reveals that investments in the pulp and paper industry alone are currently five times higher 
than the average across EU manufacturing industries. Until 2040, energy-intensive industries are 
projected to increase their investments by a factor of seven. To achieve such levels of investment, the top 
priority must be to encourage investments in 'made in Europe' industries. This can be achieved through an 
industrial policy framework that fosters a comprehensive investment-friendly environment. 

Such framework would include the announced “implementation of new sustainability criteria for the use 
of woody biomass, and avoidance of support schemes that create distortive effects on the rapidly 
expanding bioeconomy sector”, a process in which the pulp and paper sector is already involved. It now 
urges the Commission to stay engaged through future dialogues on systemic issues, to ensure that the EU’s 
green industrial transition does happen on time. 

 

Quote by Jori Ringman, Cepi Director General 

“What is good for EU industry can be great for the climate, and we need to keep discussing with the 
Commission the concrete solutions to both European competitiveness and climate change. More often than 
not, they are one and the same.” 

https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/edc7b551-6b25-42ab-b36c-d9af7d4654e9_en?filename=COM_2024_163_1_EN.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 

Notes to editor:  

For press inquiries to Cepi, please contact  

Piotr Pogorzelski, Media Relations Manager,  

E: p.popogorzelski@cepi.org 

T: +32.4.95.12.67.88 

For more information on Industry commitments, 
please consult  

Cepi’s Sustainable Product Pledge, 

Cepi’s Pledge to support the 3 billion trees 
initiative. 

The 4evergreen cross-industry alliance. 

 

For our 2023 industry statistics, please refer to 

Cepi Preliminary Statistics 2023  

 

 About Cepi: 

Cepi is the European association representing 
the paper industry. We offer a wide range of 
renewable and recyclable wood-based fibre 
solutions to EU citizens: from packaging to textile, 
hygiene and tissue products, printing and graphic 
papers as well as speciality papers, but also bio-
chemicals for food and pharmaceuticals, bio-
composites and bioenergy. We are a responsible 
industry: 85% of our raw materials are sourced in 
Europe and certified as sustainable, 92% of the 
water we use is returned in good condition to the 
environment. We are the world champion in 
recycling at the rate of 70.5%. At the forefront of 
the decarbonisation and industrial transformation 
of our economy, we embrace digitalisation and 
bring 25 billion value addition to the European 
economy and €5 billion investments annually. 
Through its 19 national associations, Cepi 
gathers 490 companies operating 870 mills 
across Europe and directly employing more than 
180,000 people. 

More information about our sustainability 
performance here. 
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https://www.cepi.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Cepi_Sustainable-Product-Pledge_17122021.pdf
https://www.cepi.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Cepi-Contribution-to-3-billion-trees.pdf
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https://4evergreenforum.eu/
https://www.cepi.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Cepi-Preliminary-Statistics-report-2023.pdf
https://cepi.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a816d81828eafe600030126b&id=a5bbc9fd46&e=2c819a8a70

