
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Press release 

EU Parliament vote on carbon removals certification sets the foundations for 
the recognition of products’ role in achieving climate neutrality   

Brussels, 21 November 2023
 

 
Climate models exploring how we can still limit global warming partly rely on technological and natural 
solutions to remove CO2 from Earth’s atmosphere, and these ‘carbon removals’ could also help in 
substituting fossil-based materials and doing away with related emissions. These solutions have been 
recognised by the EU as a way to reach its climate objectives, supported by the pulp and paper sector. The 
European Parliament’s vote today on the certification of carbon removals, clearly differentiating between 
biogenic and fossil carbon, is a step in making this a reality. 
 
 
Cepi welcomes today’s adoption by the European Parliament of the Pereira report on the certification of 
carbon removals, where Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) endorsed the possibility to 
consider all biogenic carbon pools, including harvested wood products, in the certification of 
carbon removals. The possibility to certify harvested wood products is a needed alignment with the EU’s 
LULUCF regulation, which deals with land use and is a key element of Europe’s regulatory packaging on 
climate, the EU Green Deal. 
 
The pulp and paper sector promotes an active management of European forests, that is adapted to local 
conditions and ensures their regeneration and increased growth, during which the carbon is absorbed by 
trees. It relies on a model that is compatible with the provision of wood-based products in a sustainable 
manner, while taking into consideration biodiversity.  
 
European pulp and paper companies already offer renewable, carbon-neutral and recyclable alternatives to 
fossil-based materials and are increasingly investing in new bio-based products. Notably, thanks to 139 
biorefineries across Europe, which are already displacing large amounts of fossil-based materials. From a 
regulatory standpoint, expanding this model requires a clear differentiation between certifiable biogenic 
and fossil-based carbon removals, now enshrined by the EU Parliament. 
 
The European Parliament has also ensured that the certification framework aligns with other relevant 
legislation. Criteria defining solid biomass sustainability, already established since the revision of the 
Renewable Energy Directive - RED II, have been kept. This will facilitate compliance and greatly ease the 
certification process.  
 
MEP Pereira’s report emphasises the priority of emissions reductions over removals, an opinion shared by 
the pulp and paper industry as well as a majority of EU NGOs. All economy sectors need to play their 
role in reducing their carbon emissions, rather than relying on ‘carbon offsets’ from forests. 
 
Negative emissions can in fact be achieved in many other ways, for example by combining bioenergy 
production with carbon capture, use and storage (BECCUS) where the pulp and paper industry could also 
play a role. But a more developed regulatory framework on the matter is still needed in order to incentivise 
the deployment of these new technologies. 
 
 

Quote by Jori Ringman, Director General Cepi, Confederation of European Paper Industries  
 
“Swift negotiations with the Council are now essential to support work on the development of specific carbon 
certification methodologies, and to finally kickstart the certification of carbon removals. The first priority, 
however, remains reduction and avoidance of emissions, as carbon removals should come only second to 
this. Setting the 2040 targets is an opportunity to better align the EU Climate Law with this order of priorities 
instead of having many important CO2 sources rely on sinks and offsets.” 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Notes to editor:  

For press inquiries to Cepi, please contact Piotr 
Pogorzelski, Media Relations Manager, at 

E: p.popogorzelski@cepi.org 

T: +32.4.95.12.67.88 

 

For more information on Industry commitments, 
please consult  

Cepi’s Sustainable Product Pledge, 

Cepi’s Pledge to support the 3 billion trees 
initiative. 

The 4evergreen cross-industry alliance. 

 

For our 2022 industry statistics, please refer to 

Cepi Statistics 2022  

 

 About Cepi: 

Cepi is the European association representing 
the paper industry. We offer a wide range of 
renewable and recyclable wood-based fibre 
solutions to EU citizens: from packaging to textile, 
hygiene and tissue products, printing and graphic 
papers as well as speciality papers, but also bio-
chemicals for food and pharmaceuticals, bio-
composites and bioenergy. We are a responsible 
industry: 85% of our raw materials are sourced in 
Europe and certified as sustainable, 92% of the 
water we use is returned in good condition to the 
environment. We are the world champion in 
recycling at the rate of 71.4%. At the forefront of 
the decarbonisation and industrial transformation 
of our economy, we embrace digitalisation and 
bring 21 billion value addition to the European 
economy and €4.5 billion investments annually. 
Through its 18 national associations, Cepi 
gathers 490 companies operating 885 mills 
across Europe and directly employing more than 
179,000 people. 

More information about our sustainability 
performance here. 
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