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Paper industry impacted by high energy prices and eroding
economic growth in 2022

Brussels, 15 February 2023

Preliminary statistics for 2022 released by Cepi, the Confederation of European Paper Industries, show
the impact of high energy prices and of an eroding EU and global economic growth. The sector can
however capitalise on positive long-term trends, which the EU Green Deal Industrial Plan could accelerate.

Consumption of paper in Europe remained stable in 2022, showing resilience in the face of Europe’s
current economic slowdown. At same time, production of paper and board decreased by 5.9% in 2022
compared to the previous year, according to preliminary figures released today by Cepi. A decrease in
production was also observed across global regions, including most of the EU’s main competitors in the
sector.

The combined developments of a decreased production and a stable consumption led to a decrease in
the sector’s trade balance in a context of increased global competition. A situation which Cepi has
repeatedly brought to the attention of EU Institutions. The weakness of the paper production recorded
during the second part of the year is to a major extent explained by Europe’s high energy and raw
material costs, which have led to temporary machine stops.

The slowing EU economic engine in the second half of 2022 and the paper industry openness to
global markets, where growth is also stalling, have also contributed to this downward shift and the
temporary drop off in competitiveness. However, Europe’s paper sector is traditionally a strong
exporter, and its trade balance remains positive.

Other trends in the sector, while negative year-on-year, point towards stability on the long-term, such as
the utilisation of paper for recycling which decreased by 6.4% compared to 2021 but remains steady over
a three-year period. High electricity and gas prices have significantly affected those paper mills which
depend the most on paper for recycling for their production, which have affected the outcome in 2022.

Similarly, packaging paper and board, increasingly replacing fossil-based alternatives, remains one
of the sector’s main drivers for growth. While paper packaging production in Europe has decreased by
4.6% in 2022 compared to 2021, the output of packaging paper still remains well above pre-Covid levels.
The figures, calculated by tonne of paper produced do not take into account notable advances realised in
reducing the weight of individual paper packaging solutions, in line with the industry’s commitment towards
sustainability.

In continuation from the past three years, new consumption patterns following the Covid pandemic have
also resulted in a growing demand for sanitary and household grades, gaining 3.6% compared to 2021.

Download Cepi preliminary statistics 2022.

Quote

“Long-term trends for our industry show that we can be ambitious about our future. Now we need the EU
Green Deal Industrial Plan to be equally ambitious. We are confident that a transition towards a greener
economy is in the long-term an opportunity for the European paper industry.”

Jori Ringman, Director General Cepi, Confederation of European Paper Industries


https://www.cepi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Cepi_Preliminary-statistics-2022_15022023.pdf
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Notes to editor:

For press inquiries to Cepi, please contact Piotr
Pogorzelski, Media Relations Manager, at

E: p.popogorzelski@cepi.org

T:+32.4.95.12.67.88

For more information on Industry commitments,
please consult

Cepi’s Sustainable Product Pledge,

Cepi's Pledge to support the 3 billion trees
initiative.

The 4evergreen cross-industry alliance.

For our 2021 industry statistics, please refer to

Cepi Key Statistics 2021
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About Cepi:

Cepi is the European association representing
the paper industry. We offer a wide range of
renewable and recyclable wood-based fibre
solutions to EU citizens: from packaging to
textile, hygiene and tissue products, printing and
graphic papers as well as speciality papers, but
also bio-chemicals for food and
pharmaceuticals, bio-composites and bioenergy.
We are a responsible industry: 85% of our raw
materials are sourced in Europe and certified as
sustainable, 92% of the water we use is returned
in good condition to the environment. We are the
world champion in recycling at the rate of 71.4%.
At the forefront of the decarbonisation and
industrial transformation of our economy, we
embrace digitalisation and bring 21 billion value
addition to the European economy and €4.5
billion investments annually. Through its 18
national associations, Cepi gathers 490
companies operating 885 mills across Europe
and directly employing more than 179,000
people.

More information about our sustainability
performance here.
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