
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Press release 

A collaboration between the paper industry & heat pump producers 
could halve its energy needs & help decarbonise the sector 

 

Brussels, 3 February 2023
 

 
A recent collaboration between associations representing the paper manufacturing and heat pump sectors, 
Cepi and EHPA, has resulted in innovation which could produce energy savings of 50% in paper 
manufacturing. It could also be key in decarbonising one of Europe’s energy-intensive sectors. But EU 
regulators need to speed up incentives for affordable clean energy. 

Already today, heat pumps are enabling energy savings for many industries. They provide about 10% of 
final industrial energy demand in Europe, and help to lower industrial emissions across many sectors. A 
recent development is that commercially available large heat pumps and steam compressors can now 
heat up to 200°C, meeting the pulp and paper industry’s needs. The innovation has been encouraged 
by exchanges between both industries at European level. 
 
A joint working group between members of the European paper and heat pump industries calculated 
potential energy savings in paper drying of more than 50%, and a joint Cepi-EHPA paper detailing 
how heat pumps could be integrated into paper mills has now been published. 
  
The partnership between EHPA and Cepi tells the story of how collaboration can result in innovation 
breakthroughs, with real decarbonisation impacts. This is the purpose of Cepi’s Energy Efficiency 
Solutions Forum (EESF), hosting the joint working group, where front-running companies can exchange 
and learn from each other’s efforts to implement cutting edge technologies. The format of the EESF is 
frequently hailed as a model for other industries’ collaborative decarbonisation efforts. 
  
Whether or not heat pumps can be rapidly deployed in paper mills across Europe now depends on the 
regulatory incentives that national government and EU Institutions can provide for electrifying the sector, 
which will require large amounts of affordable clean energy to meet the challenges set in the 
recently announced EU Green Deal Industry Plan.  
 
Quotes 

“The progressive phase-out of the fossil fuel alternative in industrial applications will be essential to 
building a business case. It will also be driven by high energy costs and the increasing CO2 price where 
clean energy clearly offers a beneficial solution.” 
 
Thomas Nowak Secretary General EHPA (European Heat Pump Association) 
 
“When Cepi launched the Energy Efficiency Solutions Forum exactly three years ago, heat pumps were 
investigated but were not yet reaching high enough temperatures. Through the candid collaboration 
between both sectorial associations, the technology now matches our needs. It will be an important 
building block in reducing the energy needs in the paper industry.” 

“The industry will continue doing its part in reducing energy consumption and heat pumps can play an 
important role in that. Combined with access to affordable fossil-free energy heat pumps will allow for a 
full transition towards a decarbonised and circular economy based on bio-products.” 

Jori Ringman, Director General – Cepi (Confederation of the European Paper Industries) 

 

https://www.cepi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Cepi-x-EHPA.pdf
https://www.cepi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Cepi-x-EHPA.pdf
https://www.cepi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Energy-Efficiency-Solutions-Forum.pdf
https://www.cepi.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Energy-Efficiency-Solutions-Forum.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes to editor:  

For press inquiries to Cepi, please contact Piotr 
Pogorzelski, Media Relations Manager, at 

E: p.popogorzelski@cepi.org 

T: +32.4.95.12.67.88 

For more information on Industry commitments, 
please consult  

Cepi’s Sustainable Product Pledge, 

Cepi’s Pledge to support the 3 billion trees initiative. 

The 4evergreen cross-industry alliance. 

For more statistics on the paper and pulp industry in 
Europe and worldwide, please refer to the latest 
version of our yearly report and preliminary report: 

Key statistics 2021 

Preliminary statistics 2021 

 About Cepi: 

Cepi is the European association representing the 
paper industry. We offer a wide range of renewable 
and recyclable wood-based fibre solutions to EU 
citizens: from packaging to textile, hygiene and tissue 
products, printing and graphic papers as well as 
speciality papers, but also bio-chemicals for food and 
pharmaceuticals, bio-composites and bioenergy. We 
are a responsible industry: 85% of our raw materials 
are sourced in Europe and certified as sustainable, 
92% of the water we use is returned in good condition 
to the environment. We are the world champion in 
recycling at the rate of 73.9%. At the forefront of the 
decarbonisation and industrial transformation of our 
economy, we embrace digitalisation and bring 18.5 
billion value addition to the European economy and 
€4.5 billion investments annually. Through its 18 
national associations, Cepi gathers 495 companies 
operating 895 mills across Europe and directly 
employing more than 180,000 people. 

More information about our sustainability 
performance here. 

 

mailto:p.popogorzelski@cepi.org
https://www.cepi.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Cepi_Sustainable-Product-Pledge_17122021.pdf
https://www.cepi.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Cepi-Contribution-to-3-billion-trees.pdf
https://4evergreenforum.eu/
https://www.cepi.org/key-statistics-2021/
https://www.cepi.org/from-news-media-to-e-commerce-hygiene-we-are-changing-how-we-consume-paper-board-a-new-cepi-report-shows/
https://cepi.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5a816d81828eafe600030126b&id=a5bbc9fd46&e=2c819a8a70

