Press release
Europe’s bioeconomy is a readily available solution to the
EU’s dependence on fossil fuels.
Brussels, March 8th, 2022
Cepi’s thoughts are with our colleagues and the people of Ukraine who are suffering an unbearable war. Today, we
see how the unprovoked and unjustified Russian invasion of Ukraine has become a dramatic wakeup call to
strengthen the European Union’s energy security and to build its strategic autonomy. In this context, the forest fibrebased industry offers readily available solutions to address the serious shortcomings of Europe’s dependence on
fossil fuels.
In its communication, RePowerEU: Joint European action for more affordable, secure and sustainable energy, the
European Commission focuses on reducing Europe’s dependence on energy imports. Access to affordable clean
energy is paramount to keep operations in our sector going. For months, the pulp and paper industry has been
enduring high energy prices, which are skyrocketing in the recent days. Therefore, the long-overdue actions at both
national and EU levels to secure the industry’s future in Europe remain critical.
Decisionmakers must also realise that Europe needs to address its dependence not only on energy imports, but also
on fossil-based materials. The European economy can further minimise its fossil fuel needs by tapping into the
potential of bio-based value chains to substitute carbon-intensive materials. To further build the resilience of the
European economy, we call on the European Commission to reconsider its approach to renewable, bio-based
products.
The forest fibre-based value chains offer readily available solutions. The upcoming Bioeconomy Strategy will be
essential to make this homegrown sector of the European economy thrive. In dramatically changing circumstances,
Cepi calls on the Commission to update the Forest Strategy adopted last July and make it an indispensable part of
the EU’s geopolitical strategy. Europe should finally tap into the full potential of forests, forest-based products and
sustainable forest management practices to reduce its dependence on fossil materials.
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Cepi is the European association representing the paper
industry. We offer a wide range of renewable and recyclable
wood-based fibre solutions to EU citizens: from packaging to
textile, hygiene and tissue products, printing and graphic papers as
well as speciality papers, but also bio-chemicals for food and
pharmaceuticals, bio-composites and bioenergy. We are a
responsible industry: 86% of our raw materials are sourced from
within the European Union and 78% of the wood comes from
certified forests, 92% of the water we use is returned in good
condition to the environment. We are the world champion in
recycling at the rate of 73.9%. At the forefront of the
decarbonisation and industrial transformation of our economy, we
embrace digitalisation and bring 18.5 billion value addition to the
European economy and €4.5 billion investments annually.
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More information about our sustainability performance here.
Through its 18 national associations, Cepi gathers 495 companies
operating 895 mills across Europe and directly employing more
than 180,000 people.

