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Confederation of European Paper Industries

Cepi vision on paper collection and sorting in Europe: 
In the household as well as in public areas, two different streams for discarding paper based 
packaging will be made available, between which the consumer will have to distinguish

Regular paper and board bin: 

Paper and board (monomaterial) 

(no labelling system needed), which 

have no food residues or only light 

stains

Paper-based composites, if they 

carry a label indicating it’s 

recyclability in standard paper 

recycling process and it has no food 

residues or only light stains

2nd fibre based, lightweight 

packaging/PMD/yellow bag (DE): 

Paper-based composites, if they 

carry a label indicating it’s 

recyclable in specialised recycling 

processes

Monomaterial paper and board (no 

labelling system needed) with 

clearly visible 3D food residues

Collection and sorting mainly 

based on the value of the material 

obtained, recycling in standard 

packaging recycling mills

Collection and sorting mainly 

based on EPR fees, recycling in 

special mills


