
 

 

Joint PressRelease  

        Brussels, 21 March 2016 

Hands-on Circular Economy  
An inspiring paper mill visit with permanent representation officials 
 
 
The Dutch Presidency of the Council of the European Union organised a field trip for Industry and 
Environment Council working group members to illustrate the Circular Economy, one of the 
Presidency’s top priorities. The Presidency chose the 
state-of the-art paper mill in Roermond, The 
Netherlands. The mill is operated by Smurfit Kappa and 
its raw material is 100% paper for recycling, making it 
the perfect example of circularity. The visit was co-
organised with the Confederation of European Paper 
Industries (CEPI) and the Royal Dutch papermaking 
association VNP.  
 
“We are very happy to be given the opportunity to 
demonstrate that paper is at the heart of the Circular 
Economy”, said CEPI Acting Director General Jori 
Ringman. “The paper industry champions many aspects of circularity from reusing water to industrial 
symbiosis, from including the whole value chain in advancing circularity to working towards clean and 
safe cycles. Whilst the recycling starts already at homes and offices and is a chain of many important 
actors, it is vital that EU legislation acknowledges the final recycling where the material is physically 
transformed to start a new cycle; this is what the participants saw today in practice”, he added.  
 
Europe is a world champion when it comes to paper recycling, achieving a 72% recycling rate in 2014. 
The Roermond mill is a great example of Circular Economy. It processes 600 000 tonnes or one 
million bales of waste paper into new paper rolls every year, which is more than 25% of the annual 
collected amount of paper for recycling. “The companies in our sector produce products in a very high 
tech and sustainable way, products that play a very important role in everyday life. The participants of 
the field trip could closely experience that in Roermond,” said Gerrit Jan Koopman, Director of Royal 
VNP. 
 
For more information, please contact  
Jori Ringman, CEPI Acting Director General at j.ringman@cepi.org, mobile: +32 478 25 50 70 
Rutger van Dijk, VNP Communication and PR at r.vandijk@vnp.nl, mobile +31 6 45 79 02 60 

 

Note to the Editor 
 
CEPI aisbl - The Confederation of European Paper Industries  
The Confederation of European Paper Industries (CEPI) is a Brussels-based non-profit organisation 
regrouping the European pulp and paper industry and championing industry’s achievements and the 
benefits of its products. Through its 18 member countries (17 European Union members plus Norway) 
CEPI represents some 505 pulp, paper and board producing companies across Europe, ranging from  
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small and medium sized companies to multi-nationals, and 920 paper mills. Together they represent 
23% of world production. For further information see http://www.cepi.org/     
 
 
Royal VNP – Koninklijke Vereniging van Nederlandse Papier- en Kartonfabrieken 
The Dutch paper and board association represents the interests of the Dutch paper and board industry 
with an active lobbying focused on solutions, on current policies, legislation and sustainability. They 
provide services to their members and initiate policy-supporting studies. In this way they help to 
connect the companies’ needs and developments in society (customers, employees, government, 
NGOs and society in general). For further information see www.vnp.nl. 
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